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No Pens Wednesday

What an amazing day we had
yesterday. As part of No Pens
Wednesday, we put down our pens
and pencils and focused on
developing oracy skills through
engaging, hands-on experiences.

The children took part in a range of
exciting activities, including: art
workshops, singing, meditation,
drama, music, orienteering and a
few games of Simon'Sa_ys!
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It was wonderful to see such

confidence, creativity and
collaboration as pupils expressed
themselves through speaking and
listening. The quality of learning was
fantastic, proving that learning can
happen without a pen or pencil in
sight!

SEND Spotlight — WIDGIT
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What are Widgit symbols?
Widgit symbols are simple, clear pictures paired with words that help
to make language more accessible and easier to understand.
How we use Widgit at Gretton
You may have seen these in your child’s classroom and in their books.
We use Widgit symbols in many ways throughout the school day,
including:

e Visual timetables

e Instructions and task cards to support independence

e Displays and resources to reinforce key vocabulary

e Communication aids

e To create word banks to teach new vocabulary
Why are they so effective?
Widgit symbols are particularly useful because they:

e Support children with a range of learning needs

e Reinforce understanding by combining words with visual cues

e Help reduce cognitive load by breaking information into clear,

manageable chunks

e Help children develop language and communication skills

e Reduce anxiety by making expectations clear and predictable
Importantly, they are beneficial for all children, not just those with
additional needs.
How you can use Widgit at home
You can easily use visual supports at home to reinforce learning and
routines. For example:

e Create a simple visual timetable for morning or bedtime

routines

e Use pictures alongside words for chores or daily activities

e Label items around the house (e.g. drawers, cupboards)
Further information can be found here


https://www.widgit.com/resources/index.htm

Developmental language disorder
Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) is a lifelong condition that affects around 2 children in every classroom of
30 in the UK. DLD is diagnosed by a speech and language therapist. Children with DLD have long-term difficulties
with understanding and/or using language, which can make everyday communication and learning harder. These
difficulties are not caused by another condition such as hearing loss or autism.
Children with DLD often have lots of ideas but may struggle to express them or understand what others are saying. It
is a common but often “hidden” difficulty, meaning many children go unrecognised.
Signs and symptoms

e Finds it hard to understand instructions or needs things repeated

e Talks in shorter or less clear sentences than other children their age

e Struggles to explain things or tell stories clearly

e May seem not to listen, but is finding language hard to process

e Gets frustrated or avoids talking/social situations > _
e Finds reading and spelling difficult :

How does DLD present?

If you have concerns about your child’s speech, language, or communication, Ty - -
please do get in touch with me or your child’s class teacher.
Early support can make a big difference. Further information can be also be found here
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Useful links

Please see below for agencies and details of further support available to families.
e Gretton SEND Information report — outlines how we support children with SEND at Gretton
e SENDiass provide information, advice and support on matters relating to children and young people with special

educational needs and disabilities. The service is offered to parents and carers of children and young people
aged between 0 and 25 years old.

e Early Help — provide further details about support for families including parenting courses

e Gloucestershire families directory - The Service offers a wide range of information to support families, children
and young people from 0 — 19 years of age (25 for young people with additional needs) They can also provide
information on family support, tax credits, benefits, funding and much, much more.

e Gloucestershire County Council SEND — details about EHCPs, webinars and alternate provision



https://www.gretton.gloucs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=521&type=pdf
https://sendiassglos.org.uk/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/children-young-people-and-families/early-help-and-targeted-support/early-help-advice-guidance-and-support/
https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/home.page
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send-including-autism/
https://www.naplic.org.uk/developmental-language-disorder/

