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	Robins
(One Year Cycle)
	What makes us special?

Exploring the different ways people are special; using stories, discussions and creative activities to learn about what makes themselves, people around them and in the community special.

	What are special times?

Discovering what special times are for different people; using pictures, stories and videos to explore the significance of Diwali and Christmas and how they are celebrated. 

	Why are some places special?

Investigating what makes places special and significant to different people.

	

	Kingfishers
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	What do some people believe God looks like?

Looking at Islamic art, Hindu avatars and images of the Christmas story, children explore how different people understand God on Earth. They consider these representations when creating their own artwork and talk about why putting ideas about God into words and pictures is challenging.
	How did the world begin?

Exploring a range of creation stories in imaginative ways, children present their own ideas about creators and creation using art and language. They consider how creation stories help some people to understand what God is like.
	Why should we care for the world?

Building on their understanding of creation stories, children study quotes and religious stories about the relationship between humans and nature. They investigate why different people believe it is important to care for Earth.

	Owls
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	What makes us human?

Exploring ideas about spirituality, inner self and the soul, children interpret and use art to express beliefs about the soul and inner self and design a book cover and blurb for a book called ‘ What makes us human?’
	Why is water symbolic?

Exploring the many ways water is used in rituals and ceremonies, children explore the symbolic use of water and look at what stories from scripture suggest about water. From this, they create poetry to express ideas about the symbolism and significance of water. Children think about how people’s beliefs about water’s preciousness might affect their actions.
	What makes some texts sacred?

Building on enquiry about the place of scripture in year 3, children look at different ways scriptures are used and what this shows about the value placed on them. They experience how the Guru Granth Sahib is treated like royalty and analyse information collaboratively.
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	Why do people stand up for what they believe in?

Thinking about religious freedom, children use historical and modern-day examples of people, such as Guy Fawkes, who have fought for their beliefs. They use debate and critical analysis activities to discuss controversial issues.
	Why do Dharmic religions look different around the world?

Considering how culture, history, geography and tradition can influence religion and worldviews by exploring how Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhist practise their religion and explore the symbolism of light in these religions.
	What happens when we die? 

Interpreting different sources of wisdom and beliefs about what happens when we die, children find out what different people from Abrahamic and non-religious perspectives do to mark someone’s death. They explore how this is linked with beliefs about the afterlife through scripture, poems and readings and consider the concepts of heaven and hell through art.















